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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 
1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

The application is amended as below: 

— Claim 1 is amended as below: 

A plate assembly for use in supporting a workpiece in a processing chamber while the 
workpiece is being processes in a vacuum, said plate assembly comprising: 

an underlying plate, and a pad that is disposed on said plate for use in supporting 
the workpiece, said pad being of a rubbery material and having an upper surface remote 
from said plate, and said pad having a plurality of parallel grooves extending in the upper 
surface thereof, said grooves extending depthwise less than completely through the pad 
and extending lengthwise all the way across said pad from one side of said upper surface 
of the pad to the other, whereby the vacuum in the processing chamber can act through 
said grooves on the rear surface of a workpiece that is resting on the upper surface of the 
pad. 

— Claim 7 is amended as below: 

A processing appai'atus including: 
a processing chamber; 

a vacuum system connected to said processing chamber so as to evacuate said 
chamber and thereby produce a vacuum atmosphere in said processing chamber; 
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a plate assembly disposed in said processing chamber for supporting a workpiece 
35 the workpiece is being processed, said plate assembly including a plate, and a pad that 
is disposed on said plate, said pad being of a rubbery material and having an upper 
surface remote fi'om said plate, and said pad having a plurality of pai'allel grooves 
extending in the upper surface thereof, said grooves extending depthwise less than 
completely through the pad and extending lengthwise all the way across said pad from 
one side of said upper surface of the pad to the other, whereby the vacuum in the 
processing chamber can act through grooves on the rear surface of a workpiece that is 
resting on the upper surface of the pad, 

a Ufter disposed in said processing chamber below said plate assembly, said lifter 
being movable vertically in said processing chamber; and 

at least one lift pin extending vertically from said hfter and movable into and out 
of contact with the rear surface of a workpiece resting on said pad to selectively raise and 
lower the workpiece from and on to said pad. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Mi\ AdamC. Volentine on 1/13/2004. 



REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 



ALLOWANCE 



2. 



Claims 1,2.5-12 and 15-17 are allowed 



3. 



The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
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Claims 1 and 7 are allowable over the prior art of record for the limitation of parallel 
grooves open to vacuum fi'om the sides only in a pad of rubbery material in the context of the 
other limitations of the claims. These limitations ai'e not fairly disclosed or suggested in the prior 
art. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ram N Kackar whose telephone number is 571 272 1436. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00 A.M to 5:P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gregoiy Mills can be reached on 571 272 1439. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703 308 0661. 
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